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naculat languages. We do not conceive
that the order of the jth March precludes
us from doing this, and we have constantly
acted on this construction ---- We conceive
the formation of a Vernacular literature to
be the ultimate object to which all our
efforts must be directed. At present, the ex-
tensive cultivation of some foreign language
which is always very improving to the mind
is rendered indispensable by the almost
total absence of a vernacular literature and
the consequent impossibility of obtaining a
tolerable education from that source only,"1

This ultimate object was steadily kept in view
by the British* Their policy was to develop the
use of English, but in no wise at the expense of
the vernacular. On the contrary, the development,
refinement and enrichment of the vernacular was
one of their principal aims.2

In the famous Despatch   of 1854 which has

been described as  "the Magna
Despatch of I854    ^^ rf ^^   g^^,,

in India, Sir Charles Wood, as President of the

1 Charles Trevelyan, op. tit*, pp. 22-23.
, ,* Report of the Calcutta University  Commission^
Vol. II, Part i, p. 232.